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had attained such magnitude and played so im-
portant a part in the Civil War but which had been
allowed to sink into the merest insignificance, was
begun by William E. Chandler, the Secretary of the
Navy under President Arthur. William C. Whitney,
his successor under President Cleveland, continued
the work with energy. Captain Alfred T. Mahan
began in 1883 to publish that series of studies in
naval history which won him world-wide recogni-
tion and did so much to revolutionize prevailing con-
ceptions of naval strategy. A Naval War College
was established in 1884, at Newport, Rhode Island,
where naval officers could continue the studies
which they had begun at Annapolis.

The total neglect of the army was not entirely
the result of indifference. The experience with
volunteers in the Civil War had given almost uni-
versal confidence that the American people could
constitute themselves an army at will. The pres-
ence of several heroes of that war in succession in
the position of commander-in-chief of the army had
served to diffuse a sense of security among the
people. Here and there military drill was intro-
duced in school and college, but the regular army
attracted none of the romantic interest that clung
about the navy, and the militia was almost totally